
relation they should stand in to the mother country, in
their emigrant state, were fully settled; they were to
remain subject to the King, and dependent on the king-
dom of Great Britain, In return, they were to receive pro-
tection, and enjoy all the rights and privileges offree-born
Englishmen.

THE COLONIAL CHARTERS

This is abundandy proved by the charter given to the
Massachusetts colony, while they were sdll in England,

and which they received and brought over with them,
as the authentic evidence of the conditions they removed

upon. The colonies of Connecticut and Rhode Island,
also, afterwards obtained chaners from the crown, grant-
ing them the like ample privileges. By all these charters, it
is in the most express and solemn manner granted, that

these adventurers, and their children after them for
ever, should have and enjoy all the freedom and liberry
that the subjects in England enjoy; that they might
make laws for their own government, suitable to dreir cir-
cumstances not repugnant to, but as near as might be,

agreeable to the laws of England; that they might pur-
chase lands, acquire goods, and use trade for their advan-

tage, and have an absolute property in whatever they
jusdy acquired. These, with many other gracious privi-
leges, were granted them by several kings; and they
were to pay, as an acknowledgment to the crown, only
one-fifth part of the ore of gold and silver, that should
at any time be found in the said colonies, in lieu of,
and full satisfaction for, all dues and demands of the
crown and kingdom of England upon them.

There is not any thing new or extraordinary in these

rights granted to the British colonies; the colonies from all
counffies, at all times, have enjoyed equal freedom with
the mother state. Indeed, there would be found very
few people in the world, willing to leave their native
country, and go through the fatigue and hardship of
planting in a new uncultivated one, for the sake of losing
their freedom. They who settle new countries, must be

poor; and, in course, ought to be free. Advantages, pecu-
niary or agreeable, are not on the side of emigrants; and

surely they must have something in their stead. . . .

EQUAL LIBERTY

If it were possible a doubt could yet remain, in the most
unbelieving mind, that these British colonies are not every

way justly and fully entitled to equal liberty and freedom

with their fellow subjects in Europe, we might show, that
the parliament of Great Britain, have always understood

their rights in the same light.

By an act passed in the thirteenth year ofthe reign of
his late majesty King George the Second, entitled an act
for naturalizing foreign protestants, &c.; and by another
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act passed in the twentieth year of the same reign, for
nearly the same purposes, by both which it is enacted

and ordained, 'jthat all foreign protestants, who had
inhabited, and resided for the space of seven years, or
more, in any of his majesty's coldnies, in America,"
might, on the conditions therein mentioned, be natural-
ized and thereupon should "be deemed, adjudged and
taken to be his majesty's natural born subjects of the king-
dom of Great Britain, to all intents, constructions and
purposes, as if they, and every one of them, had been,

or were born within the same." No reasonable man will
here suppose the parliament intended by these acts to
put foreigners, who had been in the colonies only seven

years, in a better condition than those who had been

born in them, or had removed from Britain thither, but
only to put these foreigners on an equaliry with them;

and to do this, they are obliged to give them all the rights

of natural born subjects of Great Britain.

From what hath been shown, it will appear beyond a

doubt, that the British subjects in America, have equal

rights with those in Britain; that they do not hold those

rights as a privilege granted them, nor enjoy them as a

grace and favor bestowed; but possess them as an inherent
indefeasible right, as they, and their ancestors, were free-

born subjects, jusdy and naturally entitled to all the rights

and advantages of the British constitution. . . .

We belieue no gond reason can be giuen,

uthy the colonies should not.. . inquire,

what right the parliament af Great Britain
haue to tax them.

UNFAIR TAXES

The resolution of the house of commons, . . . asserting

their rights to establish stamp duties, and internal mxes,

to be collected in the colonies without their own consent,

hath much more, and for much more reason' alarmed the

British subjects in America, than any thing that had ever

been done before. These resolutions, carried into execu-

tion, the colonies cannot help but consider as a manifest

violation of their just and long enjoyed rights. For it must

be confessed by all men, that they who are taxed at plea-

sure by others, cannot possibly have any property, can

have nothing to be called their own; they who have no

properry, can have no freedom, but are indeed reduced

to the most abject slavery; are in a condition far worse

than countries conquered and made tributary; for these

have only a fixed sum to pay, which they are left to
raise among themselves, in the u'ay that they may think
most equal and easy; and having paid the stipulared

VOL. I: FROM COLONIAL TIMES TO RECONSTRUCTION 53


